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California Climate Action Registry Comments 
on the Voluntary Reporting of GHG Program 
under section 1605(b) of the Energy Policy Act

The California Climate Action Registry is pleased to offer comments regarding changes to the Department of Energy (DOE) 1605(b) registry.  The California Climate Action Registry is a non-profit voluntary greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions registry that registers organizational GHG emissions on a state and national level.  

In calling for changes in the 1605(b) registry, President Bush directed the Secretary of Energy to propose improvements to the current registry to “enhance measurement accuracy, reliability and verifiability, working with and taking into account emerging domestic and international approaches.”  The California Climate Action Registry’s comments relate to actions it recommends the DOE consider to best take into account emerging domestic approaches.  

There are many emerging domestic registries with differing goals, practices and standards.  This is a healthy approach in that it is an effective way to test various approaches and implement and improve the ones that work best.  However, it can also prove to be confusing and unworkable for organizations that want to be in several voluntary registries for various reasons.  Therefore, the California Climate Action Registry suggests that DOE adopt the following two policies in improving its 1605(b) registry:

· Grant all participants in other domestic registries with equal or more stringent provisions than the federal registry all the protections and credits that accrue to federal registry participants.   It is fair and appropriate to encourage early action to reduce GHG emissions by allowing federal government credits to accrue to all organizations meeting the standards DOE deems appropriate for credits.  This alignment will also make any future merging of domestic registries into a federal program easier.
· Develop a system, in coordination with other registries, to facilitate secure electronic transfer of information so that participants who might want to register in more than one registry can transfer information with ease.  The California Climate Action Registry would be happy to work on a pilot project with the 1605(b) registry to develop an electronic methodology to accommodate participants who choose to register in multiple registries.
The California Climate Action Registry believes there is widespread support for such alignment provisions, and would be happy to discuss implementing them with the Department of Energy.
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