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February 18, 2004

Mr. Mark Friedrichs, PI-40





By E-Mail

Office of Policy and International Affairs 

Room 1E 190

U. S. Department of Energy

1000 Independence Avenue, S.W.

Washington, D.C.   20585

Re:

General Guidelines for Voluntary GHG Reporting (VRGGP); Proposed Rule

Dear Mr. Friedrichs:



The Association of Home Appliance Manufacturers (“AHAM”) represents the manufacturers of appliances, including major appliances, sold in the United States.  We support the finalization of the VRGGP and support the comments of ICCP of which we are a member.



We are disappointed that the proposed guidelines fail to clearly provide for manufacturers of energy-using products to report and register GHG emissions restrictions associated with product energy efficiency gains.  The guidelines appear to allow consumers/purchasers and utilities to file for these energy efficiency gains.  



It is highly unlikely that many consumers would make such reports and most product efficiency gains are unrelated to utility programs.  Appliance manufacturers invest millions of dollars yearly to achieve greater efficiencies and are in the best position to provide uniform, accurate data.



We urge DOE to include reporting by product manufacturers and we commit to working closely with you to resolve issues such as double-counting, the attribution of savings due to energy standards, test procedures, etc.  Most of these issues will be fairly easily resolvable for federally regulated parties.  We recommend that a workshop be conducted to focus on product reporting issues. 



Please let us know if we can provide additional information.







Respectfully submitted,
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Charles A. Samuels







General Counsel







Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky and Popeo, P.C.







casamuels@mintz.com






202-434-7311

 	1111 19th Street, N.W.; Suite 402; Washington, D.C.    20036


	Tel 202-872-6969; Fax 202-872-9354  E-Mail:  aham@aham
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