Union of Concerned Scientists


June 5, 2002
Ms. Jean Vernet
U.S. Department of Energy

Office of Policy and International Affairs

Office of Electricity and Natural Gas Analysis

Forrestal Building, PI-23, Room 7H-034

1000 Independence Ave., SW.

Washington, DC 20585
SUBJECT:  Comments on Greenhouse Gas Reporting

Dear  MACROBUTTON Ms. Vernet:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the topic of greenhouse gas reporting.  We would like to note at the outset that the enclosed comments are intended to be in addition to comments submitted separately that we signed together with the National Wildlife Federation, the Natural Resources Defense Council, and numerous other organizations.  The Union of Concerned Scientists very strongly supports those comments in detail.  We wish to particularly emphasize our concurrence that:

(1) a voluntary greenhouse gas emissions reporting system cannot work, 

(2) the country therefore needs a mandatory system, and,

(3) project-based reporting should be limited only to activities occurring outside of entities that are required or expected to report their emissions on an entity-wide basis.

The Union of Concerned Scientists also feels that there is much to be gained from encouraging carbon sequestration activities that protect or restore native ecosystems.  Therefore, to bolster the credibility of reporting from forest carbon sequestration activities we suggest that the uptake and emission of carbon from forestlands be reported as separate line items in companies’ emissions reports, and that it be broken down by the location of the lands in question.  This would assist greatly in the construction of reliable emissions and sequestrations baselines for American forestlands.

Sincerely,
Aaron Rappaport

Washington Representative for Global Warming

Union of Concerned Scientists

Arappaport@ucsusa.org (202) 223-6133

Enclosures

cc:  Senator James Jeffords

      Senator Bob Smith

      Senator Jeff Bingaman

      Senator Frank Murkowski

      Rep. Billy Tauzin

      Rep. John Dingell

      EPA Administrator Christine Todd Whitman

