December 04, 2003

U.S. Department of Energy

Washington, DC

attn: greenhouse gas emission guidelines

Regarding the new emission guidelines, I ask that you strengthen reporting standards in order to ensure that the public has an accurate picture of the level of greenhouse gasses in the air. Please consider the following;

A voluntary reporting program, while encouraging to companies, may not

Provide citizens with adequate information about the health of the air we breathe.  Allowing participants to decide which greenhouse gasses to report leaves the door open to only reporting those emissions which the company is successfully controlling - but they may choose not to report emissions which are dangerously high. Indirect emission reductions should be allowed to be registered to encourage companies to report all emissions.  All polluting entities, not just the 365 that have chosen to do so, should be required to report greenhouse emissions AND the status of emission reduction programs.  Tax incentives should be awarded to companies who reduce pollutants by large levels--unlike

the Clear Skies plan which gives incentives to initiatives, successful or not.

It is important to provide clarity and flexibility to reporting entities, but there must be regulation to ensure that adequate reporting is taking place for all entities, especially the "substantial" emitters. Guidelines should be clear and transparent, but certainly rigorous also.  Independent verification of registry

reports should be required, not just "supported."  Greenhouse gas intensity rates should be required in the reports, not just "encouraged."  Raise the 18% goal. This is not adequate to protect public health.  Lastly, reporting reductions in quantified emissions does not benefit the public. An entity should report 100% of its total emissions. 

Given the dire state of Americans' health, it is imperative to ensure that pollutants are minimized, regulated and examined carefully and thouroughly. Lung cancer and asthma run rampant where pollution is heavy, and I hope the Department of Energy will assert its authority and become a world leader in the fight to clean our air. 

I myself have had asthma for fifteen years, and it is very likely that my own disease was occasioned by living in the heavily-polluted Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex all my life.  The time has come when we must clean up the air pollution and help many people like myself to breathe with ease.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth McAnally

1600 W Oak St Apt 5

Denton, TX 76201-3858

USA

Elizabeth_McAnally@yahoo.com
