December 04, 2003

U.S. Department of Energy

Washington, DC

attn: greenhouse gas emission guidelines

Regarding the new emission guidelines, toxic emissions of any kind should not be allowed, period. The goal should be 100% reduction, not 18%.  The 'risk assessment' agencies and manufacturers do is a travesty.  Such assessment is done on very few substances and cannot possibly take into account the synergistic effects of the whole toxic soup to which we are submitted, nor to the cumulative effects.

There should be a mandate requiring Industry to find non-toxic substitutes ASAP and to keep all such substances in a closed loop in the meantime.  

But at very least the reporting standards should be strengthened so we can know the level of greenhouse gasses in the air.

Voluntary reporting programs are ridiculous - especially when only 365 have volunteered to report!  We have ample evidence that corporations are forced by the system to do anything to improve their bottom line, which always means externalizing costs - environmental, labor, social - on the public.  They have no problem in lying about information on their emissions or anything else (think Enron).  They may report truthfully on those substances they are controlling according to the law (which is not strict enough), but not on other emissions.  

The public needs to know the status of emission reduction programs, that all emitters are reporting, especially the big ones, that they are reporting 100% of total emissions, and independent verification of registry reports must be required.

Many Americans' are suffering from lung cancer, asthma, and other respiratory illnesses, and air pollution contributes to other health problems as well – to say nothing of the devastation wreaked on the environment with acid rain, polluted run-off and global warming. 

It essential that the Department of Energy act for public and the environment by setting the highest standards for clean air. 

Sincerely,

Wanda S. Ballentine

1195 Sylvania Rd

Cleveland Heights, OH 44121-2523

USA

wsb2001@adelphia.net

